86	MODERN TUEKEY
The Greek seems to have played his role in Turkey, for
the time being at least. Others are taking his place, and the
question remains open as to what the future holds forth.
JEWS
By His eminence, haim nahoum 1
When Suleiman Shah, the chief of the tribe of Kay
Han, was migrating in the year 1200 with all his follow-
ers from their camping place surrounding Horasan, little
did he imagine that two hundred and fifty years later one
of his descendants was to give the master stroke to the
Oriental Empire, thereby bringing to an end the last
chapter in the history of the Middle Ages. Modern his-
tory properly begins with the establishment of his capital
in the city of Constantine.
The Jews, individually and collectively, have contrib-
uted to the political, economic and commercial develop-
ment that has taken place in the Turkish Empire. In
order to judge this action more effectively it is necessary
that one should become acquainted at least with a synop-
sis of the history of the numerous settlements of the
Jews in various sections of the Empire, and particularly
in Constantinople. The progress of the Jews and the
1Born in Magnesia, Asia Minor, in 1872, Studied in Beirut, Tiberias
(Palestine), and in the Lyceum of Smyrna. After year of study in Con-
stantinople School of Law, studied seven years in the French Rabbinical
Seminary in Paris, Plscole des Hautes Etudes and 1'^cole des Langues
Orientales. Returned to Constantinople in 1898. Appointed professor at
the Eabbinical Seminary founded by the Alliance Franchise Israelite Uni-
verselle of Paris. Secured leave of absence, 1907-8, to investigate condi-
tion of Jews in Abyssinia. Decorated by Menelick II, -with the Grand
Order of Solomon. During the Revolution in Turkey, August, 1908, elected1
by all Hebrew communities of the Ottoman Empire as Chief Rabbi of
Turkey, holding position until resignation in April, 1920. Decorated by
Sultan with the Broad Ribbon of the Order of Osmanie, the Order of
Mejije, and the Grande Croix de 1'Ordre de Francois-Joseph. Supervised
relief work in Turkey during the war. Representative Alliance Franchise
Israelite Universelle of Paris. (After the armistice of 1918, Mohammed
"VT named His Eminence as Plenipotentiary to the United States, but
permission denied him to leave continent.—E. G. M.)
Contribution translated from the French.

